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(presently Hudson, NY)

A Painting by Len Tantillo



As with most of my projects, I begin research by networking with knowledgeable 
historians who have experience in the subject matter being depicted.

In the case of the Claverack Landing painting the maritime historian I consulted 
was the late Margaret Schram. Margaret’s book , “Hudson’s Merchants and
Whalers” was a treasure trove of information. She honored me by using my 
painting of the Hudson whale ship, “Huron” on the cover.





“Becalmed in the Hudson Highlands”
L. F. Tantillo, 2001
Oil on canvas, 28 x 24 inches
Private collection



The city of Hudson, New York, which lies 110 miles north of New York City, has 
an unusual history.

In the 1640s Dutch settlers from Beverwyck (Albany, NY) moved south and built 
farms inland from the river to take advantage of the fertile high ground. The 
ensuing settlement was named Claverack. A wagon road was constructed to the 
Hudson River to transport their goods to market.  Warehouses and dwellings  
were erected at the modest port which was named Claverack Landing.



Claverack Landing



Hudson, New York, today



Hudson, New York’s 
shoreline centuries ago, 
with its deep water port 
and north and south bays. 

Claverack Landing
settled 375 years ago



In the 1780s, following the 
Revolutionary War, a group of 
wealthy Quaker whale ship owners 
were becoming uneasy about their 
location on Nantucket. The war had 
devastated their businesses when 
the British blockaded the island.

A decision was made to build a 
completely new port, far from 
Nantucket, that was safe and 
secure.



After much discussion they pooled their resources 
and decided to purchase the settlement of Claverack 
Landing on the banks of  the Hudson River.



$500,000.00

They paid the astonishing amount of $500,000  for 
the port. 

That was in the dollars of their time. 18th century 
money!



$45,000,000.00

In 21st century money that would be the equivalent 
of $45,000,000.00 for mostly undeveloped land.



In the incredibly short time of 
two years the Quakers built an 
entirely new town complete 
with churches, shipyards, mills, 
and over 150 houses.







The Quakers renamed Claverack Landing, 
Hudson, which soon became a busy 
whaling port with ships departing to all 
corners of the globe. 

Margaret provided me with her research 
on the whaling ships of Hudson as well as 
information on the construction of 25 brigs 
that were built at the city’s shipyards.

I painted several of them.







“The Brig Liberty”
L. F. Tantillo, 2013
Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches
Private collection





“The Brig Desire”
L. F. Tantillo, 2013
Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches
Artist’s collection



“Artic Whaling”
L. F. Tantillo, 2018
Oil on canvas, 8 x 10 inches
Private collection



Although I would like to one day paint the city of 
Hudson as a whaling port, I’ve always been 
fascinated by the way communities evolve from 
their very earliest days of settlement.



In reading Margaret’s book I became 
fascinated by this surveyor’s drawing made 
in the late 18th century.



A draught of Claverack Landing taken this 21st

September, 1774, at the request of William H. Ludlow, 
Henry J. Rensselaer, Stephen Hogeboom and other 
inhabitants of Claverack.

P. William Ellison



I began the project with a digital model based on a 
reconstruction of Ellison’s 1774 survey.









One of the best known vessels on the upper 
Hudson River in the mid 1700s was owned by 
Revolutionary war hero,  General Philip Schuyler. 
His schooner was named, “Saratoga.”

I had built a digital model of that vessel and 
painted it a few years earlier.





“The Schooner Saratoga”
L. F. Tantillo, 2013
Oil on canvas, 11 x 16 inches
Private collection



The painting of Claverack Landing 
was based on a view from this angle.



“Claverack Landing, 1764”
L. F. Tantillo, 2013
Oil on canvas, 20 x 30 inches
Artist’s collection



The End
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